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Introduction

The Essential 100 Challenge is a church-wide Bible reading program built around a carefully selected
list of short Bible passages called The Essential 100 . It enables people to get the big picture of the
Bible without getting bogged down.

The Essential 100 Sermon Outlines is the companion resource that will help you synchronize your
preaching with The Challenge. By doing so, your people will get more out of their journey through God s
Word. And because they will have read your sermon text the previous week, they Il be better prepared to
receive your message each Sunday.

You Il notice that The Essential 100 is organized into 20 sets of 5 readings each. Your people should
attempt to read one section per week. Then on Sunday, you can preach on one of the ve passages from
the previous week.

Scheduling The Challenge

As you begin to plan a preaching series for The Essential 100 Challenge, you Il want to determine what
schedule will work best for your congregation. Most churches choose one of the following three ways to
schedule The Challenge:

o New Year Begin in January and nish any time before the end of December.

o Seasonal 0Old Testament readings (1-50) in September-November with a break for the Christmas
season, then New Testament readings (51-100) in January-March leading up to Easter.

o Custom Because the readings are undated, you can begin and end at any time of the year,
based on the needs of your church.

After you ve selected the way you d like to schedule The Challenge, you can then use all the resources in
the Leader s Kit to promote the program. Your goal is to get as many people in the congregation as possible
to agree to take The Challenge.

Using the Sermon Outlines

The Essential 100 Sermon Outlines are just that  outlines. They give you a basic structure on which to
build your sermon. They bring together the major themes from each of the 100 passages with the ideas in
The Essential Bible Guide.



The outlines are intentionally brief. Why? Because the most important component is what you add, that is,
your own insights, stories and applications. That s what will make your sermon come alive for your people.

Each of The Essential 100 Sermon Outlines uses the following structure:

Title

Text

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Qutline

Challenge

The sermon title is taken from the reading in The Essential Bible Guide. However,
you should feel free to establish your own title if you wish.

This is a passage from The Essential 100 .

This is a statement for you, the pastor. It summarizes the main idea on which the
outline is built.

This is an excerpt from The Essential Bible Guide by Whitney T. Kuniholm, the

book your people may use to read through The Essential 100 . The excerpt gives you
a quick summary of the passage and the key themes you may want to build on in
your sermon.

This is a brief set of key points you can use to create your sermon. Again, the most
important part of the outline is what you will add. Feel free to customize the outlines

by cutting and pasting them into your sermon document. You can do this by using the
text tool in Adobef Acrobat™ Reader.

This is a statement intended for your congregation. It attempts to summarize a
key application point in a memorable way.






Old Testament

SERMON OUTLINES



Meet the Author

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon QOutline

Challenge

Creation is the beginning of God s self-revelation.

Right from the start, the Bible introduces us to its main character:

In the beginning  God. The rest of this unique and wonderful book
is all about him. In this passage, we not only meet God, we also learn
how he made the universe. Notice that in each of the seven days of
creation, God took the initiative. He had a plan and a design for his
world. Our passage also gives special attention to a key part of the
story the creation of humankind. And both men and women re ect
God s image.

1. The Bible is God s Word
a. Inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16)
b. Cannot be annulled (John 10:35)

2. The Creation is God s First Word
a. And God said  (Genesis 1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20)

3. Two Perspectives on Creation
a. The big picture (Genesis 1:1-2:3)
b. The human interest story (Genesis 2:4-25)

If you want to know God, read his Book.




Eyes Wide Open

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon QOutline

Challenge

3

Sin has a profound effect on our relationships with God and others.

Popular culture sometimes portrays sexas the original sin. Butthat s not
what the Bible says. Rather, the original sin was to question (3:1),
challenge (3:4) and then disobey (3:6) God s de nition of right and wrong
(Genesis 2:16-17). Both Adam and Eve made that tragic mistake and it had
immediate consequences. But the Good News is that God had a plan to
solve the sin problem a plan that would culminate in Jesus Christ.

1. The Original Sin
a. Questioning God (3:1)
b. Challenging God (3:4)
c. Disobeying God (3:6)

2. The Consequences of Sin
a. In our relationship with God (3:10)
b. In our relationships with others (4:1-8; 37:1-36)

3. The Solution to Sin
a. God s plan of salvation (John 3:16)
b. Jesus Christ (1 John 2:2; 4:10)

It s never too late to say no to sin and yes to Jesus Christ.




Wipe Out!

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Qutline

Challenge

6.5-7.24
Faith involves hearing and obeying God.

Sin brought horrible consequences which eventually forced God to act,
as we see in the account of Noah (6:9 7:24). God was pleased with
Noah because he was willing to listen to and obey (6:22; 7:5) when it
made no sense and there were no visible results. Even as God
unleashed the ood as judgment on sin (7:17-24), he promised a new
beginning (6:18). In spite of the dark clouds, we get a hint that God has
a plan for the salvation of the world.

1. Sin Saddens God
a. And he must punish it (6:5-7)
b. The example of Sodom and Gomorrah (18:20-21; 19:13)

2. Obedience Pleases God
a. Even when we don t understand (6:9, 22; 7:5)
b. Even when it s dif cult (6:9-15)

3. You Can Have a New Beginning with God
a. After the ood (6:18)
b. In Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17)

With faith in Jesus, you can have a new beginning.




Never Again

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Qutline

Challenge

8:1-9:17
God s love overcomes our sin.

Noah and his family were free from the smelly ark, but were they free from
the stench of sin? Unfortunately the answer is no, as Noah seems to
understand (8:20). God knows the reality of sin, but that s what makes his
promise to Noah all the more poignant (9:8-17). Eventhough God knows
human beings are hopeless sinners (8:21), neveragain will he consider
completely destroying them (8:21; 9:11, 15). At this point, a rainbow would
be the symbol of his love. Later he would say it in Person.

1. The Bad News: Sin is Real
a. Noah recognized it and sacri ced (8:20)
b. God recognized it (8:21)

2. The Good News: God s Love Overcomes Sin
a. The rainbow; a covenant with Noah (9:8-17)

3. The Greatest News: The New Covenant in Jesus Christ
a. Jesus sacri ce: our new covenant (Matthew 26:26-28)
b. Jesus is mediator of the new covenant (Hebrews 8:6-13)

God promised it. Jesus accomplished it.




Can We Talk?

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon QOutline

Challenge

11:1-9

The greatest of all vices is  pride.

Ever since the Fall, humans had increasingly chosen to go their own way
instead of God s. The Tower of Babel became ade antexpression of pride,
We re in charge here. But it wasn t true and that s why God confused
and scattered the people of Babel (11:7-9). And pride is not just a problem
for them. Itinfects us all. In the end, the tower didn t come crashing
down. It was left standing as a monument to the futility of trying to live

without God.

1. Pride Leads Us Away From God
a. Pride infects us in many insidious ways (Obadiah 3)
b. God opposes the proud (James 4:6)

2. Pride Leads Us Toward Futility and Despair
a. The builders: confused and scattered (11:9)
b. The tower: un nished symbol of futility (11:8)

3. Humility Leads Us Back to Fellowship with God
a. Remember the example of Noah (Genesis 8:20-22)
b. God gives grace to the humble (James 4:6)

Turn your back on pride and turn in humility to God.




Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon QOutline

Challenge

12

God will bless and use those who trust and obey him.

During his seventy ve years Abram had cultivated the habit of listening
for God s voice and obeying it. Also, Abram frequently took time to
remember what God had done and to deepen his relationship with him
(12:7, 8). So when God said Leave (12:1), Abram left even when the
destination was unknown. Because Abram spenttime seeking God, he was
ready for God s call. That s a good example for us to follow, too.

1. God s Plan
a. To bless Abram (12:2-3)
b. To bless the world (12:3)

2. Abram s Response
a. Obedience: leaving for an unknown land (12:1)
b. Trust: wavering faith while in Egypt (12:13)

3. God s Blessing
a. Abram accounted righteous (Romans 4:16-22)
b. Our blessing in Abram s descendant, Jesus (Matthew 1:1-16)

Trust and obey, for there s no other way!




He Feels Your Pain

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon QOutline

Challenge

15

God is faithful to his promises, even when they seem impossible!

God s amazing promise to build a nation had become the source of
emotional pain for Abram and Sarai ~ We don teven have one child yet!
(15:3). It seemed impossible! God knew Abram needed encouragement so
he gave him a peek at the master plan (15:12-18). That master plan
culminated in the birth of the Savior a descendant of Abram.

1. An Impossible Pain
a. Childlessness (15:2-3)
b. An impossible task (15:18-21)

2. An Impossible Promise
a. A sonin his old age (15:4)
b. Countless offspring (15:5)

3. An Impossible Plan
a. God s impossible plan for Abram (15: 18-21)
b. God s impossible plan for us in Jesus (Luke 1:37)

Nothing is impossible with God!




Strange But True

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon QOutline

Challenge

21:1-22:19

Abraham s sacri ce foreshadows God s sacri ce of Jesus.

God tells Abraham to sacri ce his only son Isaac (Gen. 22:2) and Abraham
wastes no time obeying. As the tension mounts in front of the altar,
Abraham unwittingly prophesies God s plan of salvation when he says

God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering. (Gen. 22:8).
God did provide the lamb for Abraham. He also provided the Lamb, his only
son Jesus Christ as the once and for all sacri ce for our sins.

1. God s Salvation Foreshadowed
a. Abraham s sacri ce of his beloved son (22:1-12)

2. God s Salvation Provided
a. The ram for Abraham (22:13)
b. Jesus Christ, a sacri ce for our sin (Hebrews 9:26, 28)

3. God s Invitation to Us
a. Receive his salvation in Jesus (John 1:12)
b. Let Jesus be the sacri ce for your sins (Hebrews 10:1-10)

Will you accept God s invitation and receive his salvation?




Analyze This!

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon QOutline

Challenge

27-28

We often encounter God in the broken places of our lives.

A permissive father, a controlling mother, an errant older son and a
deceptive younger son. It sounds like reality TV. ButIsaac s family is one of
the most important in the Bible because God used it to build the nation of
Israel. Of course, no family is perfect. God uses broken people from broken
families to accomplish his perfect purposes. He has no other choice. And
he can use our brokenness to draw us closer to himself, also.

1. Brokenness Revealed
a. Sibling rivalry (27:30-38, 41)
b. Rebecca s scheme (27:1-17)
c. Jacob s deceit (27:18-29)

2. God s Grace Encountered
a. Jacob meets God in a dream (28:10-14)
b. God s promise to Jacob (28:15)

3. God Can Heal Your Brokenness
a. Let him use it for your good (Romans 8:28)
b. Let him use it to develop your character (Romans 5:1-5,
James 1:2-4)

Bring the broken parts of your life to God for healing.




True Reconciliation

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

32-33

True reconciliation requires true change.

Jacob s guilt causes him to try to reconcile with his brother. But true
reconciliation involves a change of heart and then a change of actions.
Sometimes the only thing that can change our hearts is a genuine
experience of God. That s what happened to Jacob (32:22-32). If there are
dif cult relationships and situations in your life, maybe you need to stop
asking God to change the circumstances and pray that God would help you
understand and accept how he s trying to use those circumstances to
change you.

1. Reconciliation: True or False?
a. False reconciliation: Jacob (32:13-21)
b. True reconciliation: Esau (33:1-9)

2. True Reconciliation Demands True Change
a. Change of heart (33:4)
b. Change of action (33:10-11)

3. With Whom Do You Need True Reconciliation?
a. Ask God to change you as you begin

Ask God to change you rst. Then ask him to change the situation.




Family Feud

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

37

Tensions can destroy families unless nipped in the bud.

As with most sibling rivalry, it s rarely the fault of only one person.
When things go wrong we tend to remember the big blow up but it
usually takes time for tensions to get to the boiling point. Favoritism,
arrogance, jealousy and hate plagued Joseph s family. If we let our angry
feelings go unresolved they Il destroy us. Jesus example (Matthew 5:43
48; 18:15-17) is to deal with the little offenses before they fester into full
blown hate.

1. The Roots of Family Problems
a. Favoritism (37:3)
b. Arrogance (37:2-9)
c. Jealousy (37:4, 11)
d. Hate (37:4, 5, 8)

2. The Solution to Family Problems
a. Deal with issue as Jesus did (Matthew 5:43-48)
b. Deal with anger and bitterness quickly (Ephesians 4:26)

3. The Application to Your Family Problems
a. What are the tensions in your family?
b. How and when will you deal with them?

The best time to begin working on family problems is now.




No Fair!

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

39-41

When life isn t fair we can trust that God is in control.

When we rst met Joseph, he was an egotistical teenager who
deliberately irritated his family. Then he was sold into slavery, falsely
accused and thrown into prison. Along the way, Joseph matured. His life
seemed unfair but he was prepared for it. Why? He put God at the center
and he trusted God s plan. Tough times offer us some of the best
opportunities to grow in our faith. But to seize these opportunities we
must trust that God has a plan.

1. Life s Not Fair!
a. Potiphar s wife (39:1-20)
b. The forgetful cupbearer (40:23)

2. How Can | Cope?
a. Put God at the center of your life (39:9; 40:8)
b. Trust in God s plan and control (39:2, 21)

3. Why Should | Try?
a. Unfair situationsare spiritual opportunities to mature in faith
(James 1:2; Romans 5:3-5)

Thank God for tough times. He Il use them to help you grow!




The Deeper Reality

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

42

Trying to look good while you feel terrible is futile.

On the surface Joseph appeared successful, powerful and in control.
But inside he was a wounded soul, longing for the love and acceptance of
his family (42:22-24; 43:30). The brothers seemed like honest,
responsible men but inside they were full of guilt (42:21). Trying to look
good while we feel miserable will never solve our problems. Only God
through his Holy Spirit can do that. That s why the church is a place
where people who aren t afraid to admit they re broken can be

healed and set free.

1. Appearances Can Be Deceiving!
a. Joseph, a wounded soul (42:22-6; 43:30)
b. His brothers, guilty and afraid (42:21)
c. Jacob, fearful and fatalistic (42:36-38)
d. Appearances in church can be deceiving, too!

2. Are Appearances Important in the Church?
a. No one (or family) is perfect (Romans 3:23)
b. No one (or family) is problem-free (John 7:1-9)

3. The Church: A Place for Hurting People to Heal
a. That s God s intention for us (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)

Hurting people need a church that s more like a good hospital
than a beauty parlor.



Mind Games

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

43-44

Anger may be justi ed, but uncontrolled it can lead to sin.

Joseph dealt with his anger by buying some time to process.

Some hurts are so deep they take time and gradual pressure

from God to get them out in the open. But the main reason Joseph
didn t blow his brothers away is that he loved them. That s why
lashing out is the worst thing you can do when you re angry.

Joseph wisely nds a private place to weep (43:30). Honest grieving
Is an essential step in healing.

1. Anger Isn t Necessarily Wrong
a. Joseph s was justi ed (37:12-28)
b. Jesus got angry (John 2:14-17)

2. Uncontrolled Anger Can Lead to Sin
a. If Joseph had taken revenge (45:4-8)
b. Be angry but do not sin (Ephesians 4:26; James 1:19)

3. Anger Can Be Controlled
a. Take time (as Joseph did); don t lash out
b. Grieve (43:40)
c. Focus on love (45:15)

Get control of your anger so it doesn t get control of you.




A Curious Whisper

Genesis

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

45:1-46:7

Forgiveness is crucial to healing past wounds.

In this passage, Joseph reveals the curious whisper that has

been driving him all these years, Is my father still living?

(45:3). We may think a broken relationship is no big deal

but it can have a big affect if we don t let God work in us to resolve it.
Joseph nally reconciled with his cruel brothers by grieving, praying
and forgiving them (45:14-15). True forgiveness is the nal step in
healing the wounds in our past.

1. The Effect of Past Wounds
a. They haunt us ( Is my father still living? 45:3)
b. They hurt us (if our anger leads to sin, Ephesians 4:26;
James 1:19)

2. The Healing of Past Wounds
a. Begins with forgiveness (Joseph forgave them, 45:4-5)
b. Empowers us to love (Joseph loved them, 45:4-15)
c. Enables us to see God s working (45:8)

3. The Challenge of Past Wounds
a. Will you forgive and let God heal them?

Forgiving others frees us to love and be loved once again.




What Are You Doing?

Exodus

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

1-2

God s work must be done in God s way.

The baby Moses would grow up to lead the Hebrew people out of
oppression and slavery. After his lucky break by the river,

Moses became part of the Egyptian elite (2:11). But inside he was
an angry young man who nally took matters into his own hands in
a futile attempt to save his people (2:12). In God s work, the end
doesn t justify the means.

1. What Are You Doing, Lord?
a. Baby Moses escapes death (2:1-4)
b. His lucky break : found by Pharaoh s daughter (2:5-10)

2. What Are You Doing, Moses?
a. Moses big mistake (2:11-14)

3. What Are You Doing, Lord?
a. Moses ight into the desert (2:15)
b. Moses settles and marries (2:16-21)

4. What Are You Doing, Lord  in Me?
a. Easy to be out of sync with God s plan and timing
b. Keep insync with God s plan through prayer

Prayer helps us stay in sync with God s timing and God s plan.




Encounter With God

Exodus

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

3:1-4:17

God promises to give us all we need to serve him.

God called Moses to deliver his people from slavery in Egypt. Moses
questioned if he wanted that enormous job. God doesn t mind honest
doubts and questions, unless they re a smokescreen for rejecting him.
(4:13-14). When Moses protested his inadequacy, God didn t argue or
object, he simply promised to be with Moses. That would be all Moses
needed. When God calls us to a dif cult task, he promises us no less.

1. Moses Encounter with God
a. The burning bush (3:1-10)

2. Moses Objections to God
a. I mnot adequate (3:11; 4:10)
b. Whatif (3:13; 4:1)

3. God s Promises to Moses
a. His presence (3:12)
b. His power (4:1-9)

4. God s Promise to Us
a. Our adequacy comes from God (2 Corinthians 3:5)
b. Now, go! (4:12)

When God calls you, trust his promises and go for it!




A Plague of Doubt

Exodus

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

6:28-11:10

God s power displays his glory and removes our doubt.

Why did God bother with the ten plagues? First, he wanted to proclaim
his name, to let people know that he was the Lord and was worthy

of their worship (9:16; 10:2). But second, God is always at work

in the lives of individuals, preparing them for the work he has called
them to. The ten plagues were not just for Pharaoh. They were also a
way to help Moses overcome his doubts; he, too, needed a reminder
that God alone was the Lord.

1. No Doubt About God s Power
a. The ten plagues (7:14 11:10)

2. No Doubt About God s Purpose
a. That Pharaoh and all Egypt might know he is Lord (10:2)
b. To encourage Moses to carry out his task (14:13)

3. No Doubt About God s Call to Us
a. See his power displayed around us (Psalm 8; 19:1-6)
b. Carry out our task to declare his glory (1 Peter 2:9)

There s no doubt that God wants to strengthen your faith.




Spare Me!

Exodus

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

12:1-42

The Passover points forward to our salvation in Jesus Christ.

God s rst purpose for the Passover was judgment (12:12). The
Egyptians cruelly forced the Jews to be their slaves and were deeply
involved in idolatry. God had to stop that with a very severe
punishment (12:29-30). God s second purpose for the Passover was to
create a reminder (12:14) for his people of how he set them free. The
lamb and the blood were symbols of a greater salvation to come:
Jesus, the Lamb of God (John 1:29).

1. The Passover Lamb
a. An instrument of God s holiness (12:12)
b. A celebration of God s salvation (12:14)

2. Jesus, Our Passover Lamb
a. Satis ed God s judgment (required by his holiness)
(Hebrews 9:26-28)
b. Achieved our salvation from sin and death (Hebrews 10:1-10)

3. Christ s Sacri ce for You!
a. Worthy of remembering and celebrating
I. That s what we do at the table of the Lord
(1 Corinthians 5:7-8)

Offer yourself as a living sacri ce, holy and pleasing to God.




The De ning Moment

Exodus

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

13:17-14:31

De ning moments can either build or break our faith.

This passage reveals a de ning moment for Moses. The most
powerful army in the world was bearing down on him and his

people were on the verge of a mutiny (14:11-12). He had to feel like
he d made a big mistake. But instead of rationalizing or running,
Moses boldly proclaimed his trust in God (14:13-14). What God had
been teaching Moses through the plagues that he was powerful, had
a plan and that he wants us to trust and obey Moses now puts

into action.

1. De ning Moments for the Israelites
a. The Israelites doubt (14:11-12)
b. Nostalgia for Egypt

2. De ning Moments for Moses
a. Moses faith (14:13-14)
b. God s power working through him (14:21-28)

3. De ning Moments for You
a. When you are called to take action for God

Trusting God in our de ning moments enables us to act boldly for him.




Top Ten List

Exodus

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

19:1-20:21

The Ten Commandments show us what s important to God.

God wasn t trying to start a religion with the Ten Commandments; he
was trying to build a relationship with his people (19:4-6). The Ten
Commandments show us what God really cares about in three main
areas. The rst four center on our relationship with God (20:2-11). The
next group addresses our relationship with others (20:12-14, 16) and
the third group deals with our relationship to things (20:15, 17).

1. Road map to Our Relationships
a. With God (20:2-11)
b. With others (20:12-14, 16)
c. With things (20:15, 17)

2. Road map to God s Heart
a. The Ten Commandments are vital to God
b. They must be to us, also (John 14:15)

Let all your relationships re ect God s priorities.




Up Close & Personal

Exodus

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

32-34

God has a no compromise attitude toward sin.

God really hates sin (32:9-10). Moses did, too (32:19-20) and he s
willing to do whatever it takes to save his people (32:11-14, 31-32).

In so doing, he foreshadows what Jesus would do many years later.
God and Moses had developed a very personal relationship (33:11).
That s what God wants with all people. He created us in his own image
and wants us to love and follow him with our whole heart. The question
is do you want a relationship with him?

1. Requirement of a Relationship with God
a. A hatred of sin (32:19-20)
b. A willingness to obey him (Micah 6:8, John 14:15)

2. Evidence of a Relationship with God
a. God is with us (the pillar of cloud, 33:9-11)
b. God is in us (Moses radiant face, 34:29)

3. Do you desire a Relationship with God?
a. Will you do what it takes to have that relationship?

God paid a high price for a relationship with you. What will you do for him?




Learn It & Live It

Joshua

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

1

Joshua is an example of effective Christian living.

God had been preparing Joshua for the challenge of following

Moses. Joshua had witnessed Moses leading the Israelites

(Exodus 32:17), and had seen from Moses how to develop a real,
personal relationship with God (Ex. 32:17; 33:11). God promised to give
Joshua land, success and a leadership platform like he gave Moses
(1:3-6). Best of all, God promised to be with Joshua (1:5). In return, God
asked only one thing: obedience (1:7). That s key to an effective
Christian life.

1. Joshua s Keys to Effective Christian Living
a. Find a mentor (Joshua had Moses, Deuteronomy 31:1-8)
b. Trust God s promise to be with you (1:5)
c. Know God s word and obey it! (1:7)

2. How Can You Live Effectively Like Joshua?
a. What challenges are you facing?
b. What opportunities has God given you?
c. How can you follow Joshua s example?

Obeying God s Word is the key to effective Christian living.




Effective Christian
Leadership

Joshua

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

3-4

Our lives can be symbols that point others to God.

These verses present some interesting symbols. For example, the

stones from the river would be symbols that would speak to children

and future generations of God s powerful deliverance on behalf of his

people. What are the symbols in your Christian life? Is there a symbol

you could use to remind you of the lesson God taught you? What
reminders are you leaving for future generations?

1. Symbols That Speak of God
a. To this generation (a reminder of God s work, 4:19-24)
b. To future generations (a symbol for the children, 4:6)
c. To you today (Christian symbols, Christian lives)

2. Your life As a Symbol That Speaks of God
a. What kind of living stone are you? (1 Peter 2:1-9)
b. What reminders are you leaving for future generations?

Let your life speak for God loud and clear.




| Did It My Way?

Joshua

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

5:13-6:27

The only way to do God s work is God s way!

Everyone knows the story about how the walls of Jericho

came a-tumbling down. No doubt the Israelites had to endure some
trash talk from the guards on the wall as they marched around the

city. But God s ways are not our ways and once again we are reminded

of the need to listen to and obey God. Learning that lesson is key to

growth and effectiveness in the Christian life.

1. Joshua s Improbable Marching Orders
a. The commander of the army of the Lord (5:13-15)
b. Go take Jericho (6:1-5)

2 Joshua s Impossible Task
a. A heavily guarded city shut up tight (6:1)
b. Likely ridicule from guards on the wall

3. Joshua s Impossible Victory
a. As a result of God s power (6:2-5)
b. Joshua trusted and obeyed (6:6-21)

4. Your Improbable, Impossible Task
a. Follow Joshua s formula for victory!

Improbable? Impossible? Great! You re ready to see God work.




Endangered Species

Judges

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

Christians experience ups and downs in their walk with God.

When Joshua and the leaders around him died (2:7), a depressing
cycle in Israel s history began (2:10-19). They turned away from God,
worshiped idols and experienced disaster. Then, in desperation they
cried to God and he raised up leaders ( Judges ) and saved them.

But the cycle happens again and again. The good news is that, with
God s help, we can stop the cycles and grow stronger in our relationship
with him as a result (James 1:2-4).

1. Cycles in Israel s Faith
a. Faithfulness (2:6-7)
b. Falling away (2:10-13)

2. Cycles in our Lives
a. What causes them?
b. How can we avoid them?

3. Stopping the Cycles!
a. Growing through dif culties (James 1:2-4, Romans 5:1-5)
b. Growing through regular time with God (Psalm 119:11, 105)

No matter how much you ve fallen away, God wants to meet
with you today.




Girl Power

Judges

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

4-5

God can use anyone who listens to him and relies on his power.

Deborah is the only female Judge in the Bible. And the hero of this story
is Jael, a young woman who had the smarts and the guts to eliminate
the military commander Sisera. Deborah simply says and does what
God has told her (4:6-7, 14), and it has a powerful effect. A second
theme in this passage is that courage isn t limited by gender. God used
Jael s bold act to defeat the powerful Canaanites (4:17-21). In the end,
it s the ability to listen to God and the willingness to rely on his power
that makes the difference.

1. Girl Power
a. Deborah said and did what God told her (4.6, 7, 14)
b. Jael acted with boldness and courage (4:17-21)

2. God s Power
a. God isn t limited in who he uses if they are obedient and rely on
his power (5:1-9)
b. Recall the example of Moses delivering the people from Egypt

3. Your Power
a. Follow the example of Deborah and Jael (listen and obey)

Let God s power be your power.




How Can | Be Sure?

Judges

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

6-7

Seek God s guidance and rely on his power. That s the key to success.

Does Gideon s request for signs reveal a lack of faith (6:17-40)?
Probably not. If we genuinely seek God in faith, we can ask him to make
his will clear and eventually he will. Real power and conviction comes
when we prayerfully wait for con rmation from God. Gideon s success
was the result of two other things: he was empowered by the Spirit
(6:34) and he was forced to rely on God s power (7:2). That s still a
formula for success today.

1. How Could Gideon Be Sure?
a. Con rmation from God (6:17-40)
b. Empowered by the Spirit (6:34)
c. Relying on God s power (7:2)

2. How Can You Be Sure?
a. Trust God to provide the con rmation (James 1:5; Luke 11:9)
b. Trust God to provide the power (Acts 1:1-9)
c. Listen and obey (James 1:22-25)

3. What Do You Need to Be Sure About Today?
a. Your relationship with God
b. Your direction in life

When God gives you a task, you can be sure he Il help you do it.




Ladies Man

Judges
Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

13-16

Self control is essential to having healthy relationships.

Samson had a fatal aw: he had no self-control. This trait expressed
itself in two ways: lust and anger. His thoughtless pursuit of women
produced a string of broken relationships and violence. But the real
tragedy of Samson s life is that deep down he knew he had been
running from God (16:17). The greatest victory in Samson s life was
that in his brokenness, he nally turned back to God (16:28).

1. Samson s Fatal Flaws
a. Uncontrolled lust and broken relationships (14:1-2; 16:1-4)
b. Uncontrolled violence (15:1-17)

2. Samson s Final Victory
a. He turns back to God (16:28)
b. He defeats the enemy (16:29-30)

3. What Are Your Fatal Flaws ?
a. In your relationships to the opposite sex?
b. In your relationship to God?

4. Your Key to Victory
a. Grow closer to God to gain self control (Galatians 5:22)
b. Do you need to turn back to God?

Self control starts by putting God in control.




Love Story

Ruth

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

1-4

A godly character is a priceless resource.

When both her husband and father-in-law die, Ruth s world comes
apart. Her tough times revealed Ruth s true character. She was loyal
(1:14) and optimistic (1:13). She was a hard worker (2:7) and
submissive; she gracefully worked within the customs of her day
(3:5-6). She had and faith (1:16) and integrity (3:7-14). Ruth cultivated
a noble character and then trusted God to bless her as he saw t. And
he certainly did.

1. Ruth s Noble Character is Revealed in Tough Times
a. Loyal (1:14).
b. Optimistic (1:13)
c. Hard working (2:7)
d. Submissive (3:5-6)
e. Faith and integrity (1:16; 3:7-14)

2. Ruth s Noble Character is Blessed by God
a. Her food is provided (2:14-18; 3:15)
b. Boaz loves and marries her (4:11-12)

3. What Do Tough Times Reveal About Your Character?
a. Is it noble like Ruth s?
b. Tough times grow character (James 1:2-4; Romans 5:3-5)

A noble character is the foundation for a happy and productive life.



The Real World

1 Samuel

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

1-3

The real people in the Bible can teach us valuable lessons.

What can we learn from these Bible stories of real people? The
Stressed-Out Wife. Hannah couldn t have children (1:8, 15). She poured
her heart out to God (1:10-17). That s real prayer. The Overly-Tolerant
Father. Eli failed to discipline his sons and it showed (2:12-25). Setting
limits is an important parental duty. The Faithful Child. Samuel was
willing to listen to God (3:10) and it changed his life forever.

1. The Struggles of Real World Families
a. Hannah: prayer in the face of deep distress (1:9-16)
b. Eli: A father s failure (2:12-25)
c. Samuel: A faithful child (2:26; 3:10)

2. The Lessons from Real World Families
a. Real prayer is honest and trusting (Psalm 130, 131)
b. Faithful parents set appropriate limits for their children
(Proverbs 23:13, Hebrews 12:4-11)
c. Children need their parents to be good spiritual models
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9)

3. The Challenge of Real World Families
a. What can they teach you and yours?

The most important task of Christian parents is to show their children
how to follow God wholeheartedly.



Hail To The Chief

1 Samuel 8-10

Key Thought ~ When we re close to God, our prayers re ect God s desires for us.

Overview  Underneath Israel s reasonable desire for a King was a rebellious
motivation; they wanted to be like everyone else (8:20). After all God
had done for Israel, they still wanted to go their own way (8:6-9)! Even
so, Saul seemed like a good choice; he was tall, impressive, humble
and religious. Sometimes God gives us what we ask for even though
it s not his best plan for us. But if we keep close to God, we Il usually
know the right things to ask for.

Sermon Outline 1. Be Careful What You Ask For
a. Israel s rebellious (8:6-9), conformist (8:20) prayer
b. Our prayers can re ect similar motivations

2. You May Get It!
a. Its not his best for them, but God says OK (8:4-22)
b. Saul disobeys and loses God s favor (1 Samuel 13:13-14)

3. For Best Results, Pray In Tune with God
a. Daily Bible reading
b. Regular prayer

Challenge  Thank God he always gives us what we need, but not always what
we want.




Only A Boy
Named David

1 Samuel 16:1-18:16

Key Thought  No challenge is too big to overcome when God is with us.

Overview  The story of David and Goliath has become part of our popular culture.
But what really was the key to David s success? Ultimately, David won
because he understood Goliath was picking a ght with God (17:45).
The Bible also makes clear David had learned to depend on God in
other stressful situations (17:34-37), so when the pressure was on with
Goliath, he was ready.

Sermon Outline 1. Defeating Life s Giants : God s Part
a. He chose David (16:12)
b. He lled David with his Spirit (16:13)
c. He stayed with David all the way (18:11)

2. Defeating Life s Giants : David s Part
a. He understood the situation (17:45)
b. He was prepared to depend on God (17:34-37)
c. His heart was committed to God (16:7)

3. Defeating Life s Giants : Your Part
a. Follow David s example!
b. Trust God s presence and power (Exodus 3:11-4:12)

Challenge  Having a heart for God is the greatest strength of all.




First Impulse

1 Samuel 23:7-24:22

Key Thought ~ When treated unfairly, our rst impulse should turn us to God.

Overview  Saul had an impulse for doing things his own way instead of God s
(1 Samuel 13:1-15; 15:10). David s impulse, in contrast, was to trust
God in every situation. When he had every right to kill Saul in self-
defense, David preferred to let God do things his way (24:12). Have you
been unfairly treated or wronged by someone? It rarely helps to give
them a taste of their own medicine. Far better to pray, Lord, this is not
fair and I m angry about it, but | m determined to make choices that
please you.

Sermon Outline 1. First Impulses Are Sometimes Sinful!
a. Saul was determined to kill David (23:7-9, 15)
b. Saul pursues David to capture him (23:19-28)

2. First Impulses Can Be Righteous!
a. David trusted God (24:1-14)
b. He left the judging of Saul to God (24:12)

3. What is Your First Impulse?
a. Lash out at unfair treatment?
b. Trust the situation to God?

Challenge  Feeling angry? Don t lash out. Look up and do what pleases God.




Attaboy, David!

2 Samuel 5-7

Key Thought  David shows us how to have a close relationship with God.

Overview  Lets examine the traits David built into his life during his struggle to
the top. First, David sought God s direction (5:19, 23). He also
celebrated God s work (6:14, 21). If your times of worship are becoming
dry or routine, get in touch with what God is doing around you. And
David focused on God s priorities (7:18-29) and understood God s big
picture (7:23). It all helped him become a man after God s own heart
(Acts 13:22).

Sermon Outline 1. David: A Man After God s Own Heart
a. David sought God s direction (5:19, 23)
b. David celebrated God s work (6:14, 21)
c. David focused on God s priorities (7:18-29)

2. You: Becoming a Person After God s Own Heart
a. God is pleased with those who seek his direction for their
lives (Proverbs 3:5-8)
b. God is pleased with those who worship and celebrate him and
his works (2 Samuel 6:16 7:17)
c. God is pleased with those who seek to know and focus on his
priorities (1 Kings 3:5-15)

Challenge  Make it your heart s desire to know God better.




How Could You?

2 Samuel 11:1-12:25

Key Thought ~ We all sin. But if we truly repent, God will forgive us.

Overview  How could David, the man after God s own heart commit adultery,
arrange a murder and then cover it up? The biggest mistake we can
make is to think sin won t get to us. That s why it s so important to be
part of a Christian community that can hold us accountable. When
David was confronted with his sin (12:1-10) he immediately and
genuinely repented (12:13 and Psalm 51). It can be incredibly dif cult
to admit our sin. But when we do, God removes the burden forever.

Sermon Outline 1. The Power of Sin
a. We re all vulnerable to temptation (1 Cor 10:12)
b. Even Jesus was tempted (but without sinning, Luke 4:1-13)

2. The Consequences of Sin
a. Contempt for the Lord (12:14)
b. Death of the baby (12:19)

3. The Proper Reaction to Sin
a. Repentance (12:13; Psalm 51)
b. Worship (12:20)

4. Protection from Sin
a. Accountability to other Christians
b. Regular time with God

Challenge  Sin may infect you but God will protect you.



Wise Guy

1 Kings
Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

2-3

True wisdom is found in God alone.

Solomon is best remembered for his uncommon wisdom (3:16-28).

It ssigni cant that although he showed impressive discipline in choosing
it over other possibilities (3:9), Solomon s wisdom was still a gift from
God (3:12). He instinctively knew that acknowledging God was the key
to genuine understanding (Proverbs 1:7). God and his ways are still the
foundation upon which true knowledge and wisdom are built.

1. The Key to True Wisdom

a. Asking God for it (3:5-9)

b. God gives wisdom to those who ask (James 1:5)
2. The Source of True Wisdom

a. It s a gift from God, along with riches and honor (3:10-14)
b. Found in God (Proverbs 2:6; 9:10)

3. The Way to True Wisdom
a. Seek the Lord (Proverbs 2:6)
b. Seek his kingdom (Matthew 6:33)

The smartest thing to do is always to seek God s wisdom.




The Heart of Worship

1 Kings
Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

8:1-9:9
True worship involves meeting God.

This was a spectacular building (1 Kings 6:1-38; 7:13-51) and the king
was going all out to celebrate (8:5, 62-63). But the most important thing
was that God showed up; he allowed his glory to Il the temple (8:11).
It s natural to think of worship in terms of the components of the
service. But what makes worship come alive is not how well the service
goes; it s how prepared and eager we are to meet the living God.

1. True Worship Requires:
a. Careful preparation (8:1-9)

2. True Worship Includes:
a. Prayer (8:22-53)
b. Praise (8:56)
c. Exhortation/preaching (8:57-61)
d. Offering (9:25)

3. True Worship s Aim:
a. Meeting with God (8:10; 9:2)

The heart of worship is not what we do. It s Who we meet.




Prophetic
Smackdown

1 Kings 16:29-19:18

Key Thought ~ We may get down sometimes, but we don t have to stay there.

Overview  This passage introduces us to two Elijahs. The rst was the bold
prophet who won a dramatic victory for God (18:16-40). The other was
a depressed quitter who ran from God (19:1-9). Serving God is hard
work. No matter how strong we are, it s important to take time for rest
and renewal (19:7-9). Ultimately, the thing that will sustain us most
through the challenges of the Christian life is the day-to-day communion
with God that comes from reading his Word, praying and worshipping
with other Christians.

Sermon Outline 1. All Christians Get Down Sometimes
a. Even the best like Elijah (19:1-9)
b. Even the best like Paul (Acts 18:5-11)

2. God Will Help Us Up
a. Through regular meeting with him in Bible reading and prayer
b. Through regular worship and fellowship (Elijah felt alone, 19:10)
c. Through regular rest and refreshment (observe the Sabbath,
Exodus 20:8-11)

3. Learn to Listen for God
a. God s gentle whisper encourages Elijah (19:12-18)
b. When has he whispered encouragement to you?

Challenge  Up or down, never stop listening for God.



A Severe Mercy?

2 Kings
Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

25

When the bottom drops out, we can trust God to catch us.

The Babylonians killed Israel s leaders, smashed the glorious

temple, burned Jerusalem and took most of the people into captivity
(25:21b). How do you react when the bottom drops out? Sometimes it
helps to look back to what God has done in the past. If there s anything
good about disaster it s that we are forced to cling tightly to God,
simply because we have no other options.

1. When the Bottom Drops Out
a. The disastrous judgment on Jerusalem (25:1-21)

2. God is There to Catch You (Psalm 74)
a. Af rm faith in God (Psalm 74:12)
b. Remember God s work in the past (Psalm 74:13)
c. Call on God in the present (Psalm 74:22)

3. God Can Bring Good from It
a. He can work all things for your good (Romans 8:28)
b. His strengthis made evidentinyour weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9)

When you feel the lowest you may be the closest to God.




No Fear!

Psalm

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon QOutline

Challenge

23

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, cares for us each day.

In this psalm, David compares the Lord to a shepherd. A shepherd both
comforts (23:2-3) and protects (23:4) the sheep. And in a second image,
David envisions himself at a banquet table, surrounded by his enemies
(23:5)! He seems to be saying that even if the worst happens (23:4) we
can trust God to take care of us (Romans 8:28).

1. The Lord is My Shepherd
a. A shepherd leads (23:2)
b. A shepherd guides (23:3)
c. A shepherd comforts (23:4)
d. A shepherd protects (23:5)

2. Jesus is Our Good Shepherd
a. He leads and guides (John 10:11-18; 14:6; Luke 5:27)
b. He comforts and protects (John 11:17-25; 6:16-24)

3. How is Jesus Your Good Shepherd Today?
a. How does he lead, guide, comfort and protect you?
b. What do you need his care and leading for today?

You have nothing to fear when you re close to the Good Shepherd.




Mea Culpa

Psalm 51

Key Thought  True confession means admitting our sin and changing our ways.

Overview  The context of David s confession in this famous Psalm is his sin
against Bathsheba and her hushand Uriah (2 Samuel 11:2  12:25). In
David s prayer, we can nd three steps to genuine confession. Have
mercy on me  (51:1). David honestly described his actions as
transgressions iniquity sin. Cleanse me  (51:7). David realized
that sin is offensive to God. Create in me a pure heart  (51:10). He
asked God to straighten out his inner motives so he d avoid future sin.

Sermon Outline  STEPS TO TRUE CONFESSION
1. Admit Your Disobedience
a. David s Sin with Bathsheba (Psalm 51:1; 2 Samuel 11:2  12:25)
b. We all sin; all are guilty (Romans 3:23)

2. Recognize Your Offense
a. All sin is sin against God rst of all (51:4)
b. Recognizing our sin is the rst step in confession

3. Ask for Forgiveness
a. There is no relief without God s forgiveness (51:7)

4. Ask for God s Help to Rebuild Your Life
a. He Il do it if we ask (51:10)

Challenge A clean heart, a fresh start, relief from guilt all yours for the asking.




Praise the Lord

Psalm 103

Key Thought  God is worthy of our praise.

Overview  Let sdiscover some things in this Psalm that will deepen our relationship
with God today. The Bene ts of God: There are some incredible bene ts
to knowing God (103:2-5). The main one is forgiveness of our sins! The
Character of God: The main traits David cites are compassion (103:8, 13)
and a willingness to forgive (103:9-12). The Response to God: The Psalm
begins and ends with praise. In light of who God is, and all he s done,
what else can you do?

Sermon Outline 1. The Bene ts of God
a. Forgiveness (103:3)
b. Healing (103:3)
c. Satis es and renews (103:5)

2. The Character of God
a. Compassion (103:8, 13)
b. Willingness to forgive (103:9-12)

3. The Response to God
a. The sincere praise of our soul (103:1, 22)

Challenge  The more you know about God, the more you want to praise him.




Like Father,
Like Son

Proverbs

Key Thought

Overview

Sermon Outline

Challenge

1-4

God s wisdom is the true basis for the good life.

The Book of Proverbs contains the writings of Israel s King Solomon,

to whom God gave a unique gift of wisdom (1 Kings 2:1-3:28). Solomon
understood that true wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord (1:7; 2:5)
and is the foundation for godly living. God s wisdom also protects us
against evil and its consequences (1:10-19) and provides us with
happiness and health (3:13-26). But it s important to note that Solomon
is talking about wisdom that is a heart commitment to learn and follow
God s ways (4:23).

1. Where is True Wisdom Found?
a. It begins with the fear of the Lord (1:7; 2:5)
b. It comes from God and his word. (James 1:5; 3:13-17)

2. Why Should | Want It?
a. True wisdom protects us against evil (1:10-19)
b. True wisdom provides us with many blessings (3:13-26)

3. How Can | Get It?
a. Commit to knowing God s word (4:20-21)
b. Commit to obeying God s word (4:24-27)

You don t have to be smart to be wise. You just need to follow
God s Word.




